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now rests upon Grouchy.' c I do not at all like the countenance
of the Etat-Major in this crisis. When they speak of the
' expedition, it is in a style of despondency. ... I see nothing
of that spirit of enterprise, combined with strong resolution,
which our present situation demands.'l

It was on the night of the 22nd that Dalrymple, who com-
manded the English force at Cork, first learnt the danger that
was impending. The news came from several independent
quarters. His Majesty's sloop c Kangaroo/ commanded by the
Hon. Captain Boyle, had been driven by stress of weather into
Bantry Bay, had left it on the 20th, and had soon after sighted
a French fleet, which the captain believed to consist of from
nineteen to twenty-two sail. He at once sent Mr. Talbot, his
second lieutenant, by land from Crookhaven with the news, and
himself set all sail and hastened to England to inform the Admi-
ralty. The news had but just arrived, when Dalrymple received
a despatch from Richard White, the chief resident proprietor near
Bantry, containing an affidavit sworn by three sailors at Beer-
haven, and also a letter written by one of them to a relative at
Bantry. They stated that on Wednesday, the 21st, they had seen
a fleet between the Dorsays and the Mizen, which they supposed
to be English; that a party of them had sailed in a hooker
to meet it, but, not liking its appearance, had endeavoured to
return to shore, when they were brought to by a cannon shot, and
compelled to go' on board what proved to be a French man-of-
war. Five of the crew were kept on board, and the others detained
till "nightfall. The French treated them with much civility, and
told them the fleet was bound for Bantry, and that it carried
80,000 men. The writer expressed his own belief, that there
could not have been half so many. The same night a second
courier arrived from Mr. White, with the information of the
custom-house officer at Beerhaven, reporting the appearance of
a French fleet with many soldiers on board, making for Bantry.
Some French sailors, it appears, had gone ashore, and had been
detained and examined by a magistrate, and they stated that
they had come direct from France, and that it was believed on
board that a portion of the fleet had gone to the North of Ire-
land. An officer was at once sent by Dalrymple to Bantry,
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